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Abstract

The study aimed to achieve its main objective, which is identifying the social
function of the Sufi Ahmediyya-Idrisiyya—Order in Sudanese society, exactly in the
city of Omdurman, and to understand its religious, economic and social functions
within the society, relying on several theoretical approaches and methodologies of
collecting field data for the study. It relied on the functional structural theory as
well as role theory, and the anthropological approach with its various tools such
as interview, observation, coexistence within the community, which greatly
contributed to identify the main features of the research topic and case study

approach.

The study was conducted on the Ahmediyya—-Idrisiyya—Order in Omdurman city,
Sudan. Based on the above, the study reached a set of results, including:

The number of disciples, whether young or not, has increased in the method
recently due to the difficult social and living conditions that Sudan is going
through, so the Sufi orders were the refuge that helps them instead of the
government. The study showed that there was a change in the Sufi orders in
Sudan, including the Ahmediyya-Idrisiyya—Order, so it became similar to the role
of non—governmental civil society organizations in terms of its social impacts in
Sudan, considering that the Sufi orders are a component of civil society in its
definition in terms of its intertwining with the economic, social, cultural and political
processes within society, and the Ahmediyya—-Idrisiyya—Order work to expand the
networks of social relations through the process of acquaintance, which takes
place during the practice of Sufi rituals on religious and social occasions

Keywords: Sufi orders, Sufism, social function
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